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not gratuitous, and the things nugatory.
Who would wish to be a mystic ? James
himself, who by nature was a spirited rather
than a spiritual man, had no liking for sancti-
monious transcendentalists, visionaries, or
ascetics; he hated minds that run thin* But
he hastened to correct this manly impulse,
lest it should be unjust, and forced himself to
overcome his repugnance. This was made
easier when the unearthly phenomenon had
a healing or saving function in the everyday
material world ; miracle then re-established
its ancient identity with medicine, and both
of them were humanised. Even when this
union was not attained, James was reconciled
to the miracle-workers partly by his great
charity, and partly by his hunter's instinct
to follow a scent, for he believed discoveries
to be imminent. Besides, a philosopher who is
a teacher of youth is more concerned to give
people a right start than a right conclusion.
James fell in with the hortatory tradition of
college sages; he turned his psychology,
whenever he could do so honestly, to purposes
of edification; and his little sermons on
habit, on will, on faith, and this on the latent
capacities of men, were fine and stirring, and